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Ebbert-direct 
Q What G@id George say to you when he came 
the phone with Mr. Schwartz? 


A fais all didn't happen, you know, like 


wight after one another, You know, one, two, three. f 


mean, the drinking and watching the -- it was a topless 
place that we were at and we were watching the dancers 
> whatever and the conversation came up that I said to 
him: What are we going to do? Are we going to go now? 
Because George had a flight to get later on that evoning. 

MR... w “I'm having.a little a 

THE WITNESS: I'm sorry. 

flight to get later on that evening. 


going home. the plan? What are 


te 


we going to do now? Ue said: We have to wait around | 


a little bit longer now and then he started 
talking about, you know, what -- what can happen, 
what -- I forget what you said, wisther could 
bring this all in. 
THE COURT: Conversatien with Mr. Sarkis, 
George Sarkis. 
‘WITNESS: Right. 
COURT: About what he could do? 
WITNESS: Yes. 


COURT: I'll allow you to testify 


| 


a statement to me, as 
house on fire and like 
he woulda pick people off, shooting them when they 
were coming out of the housealthough he dida't have 
gun with him and at this point.-- 
KIMELMAN: I;m sorry. Let me stop 
COURT: These statements are again 
on the issue as to whether whatever happened 


done intentionally or whether he was in such a drunnen 


| 
| 


stupor that he didn't know what he was doing 
in no way can be charged against the defendant 
Tack Schwartz. 

MR. IANNUZZI: And if your Honor pleases, 
only for the purpose of intent. 


THE COURT: Yes, that's what I said. Whether 


jury find that they were committed, 
whether they were committed by Sarkis 
or not. Whether he was aware of what 
doing. The statements that he made vefore 


that issue and that issue alone. 


BY MR. KIMELMAN: 


Q Now, wnose house was George talking 


Ebberts-direct 

burning down? 

A This is a -- a question that 
was he talking about burning down I doa't think you 
could -- I could honestly say that I wouid say he was 

king about McGhee's house burning it down because he 
jidn't even have a gun with him. That he was 
was talking hypothetically. 
THE COURT: 

Q And G@id you hav x discussion axsous 
burning down a house? 

A ' Yes. I had -- then he 


maybe burned down, you know, McGhee‘s house. 


there are people in there. We got into a conversation 


about it and we -~- being at the house already, we 
was a woman there, an older woman there. I said: 


‘ 
s 


would you want to hurt any of the people. That 


to get Schwartz back his money. Tf said: 


that is no: good. not going 
that. You know, then he started 
know whether he wes just talking 
Q Did you tell him chat Schwartz couldn‘t 
his money if McGhee was dead? 
A I made that statement to him, yes. 


Q What was George's response to your or 


A-3 


Th. 4 3 = «no, 
Ebberts-cai=ce 


Q ; ; him, Schwartz can’ 


money back if } s dead or wnateves 


to the efiect we 


| 


testified I'm not sure where I heard 


- honestly answer that. 


= 


na did there come time wnen you aoeciaca 


Q 

A z know whether ~~you know, 
because he was Lking that he was going *o burn 
Gown. I don't xnow how it came about but the 
about, whether it be through ~~ through, you know, 


same burn something else Gown or burn the car down 


something like that, teach him a lesson, what are you 


going to do, so then he decided he'd burn wo that he'd 


pura the garage down. 


Ebert-cross/iIa 


In any event, 


Correct. 


And when you were sitting there 


, I could do this,” 

that George was t ing seriously about Mec 
diag you? 

A Not at first. 

Q As a matter of fact, ne couldn't 
talking about shooting because he didn't have 

A That's correct. 

Q _ As a matter of fact,you testified this 
it was a hypothetical thing, "I guess you can burn a house 


* 


I guess you could do that, couldn't 


down, shoot people, 
you? 

Yes. 
The physical possibility? 


A Right. 


Q Then there was something, you 


about burning down a house? George said 


Ebert-cross/Iannuzzi 


= de 
—— 


to the other. 
at the time you 
you were continuing drinking, right 
Corzect. 
Do you know whether or not George Was Exrwu.? 


w - - wa ¥ -s. A 
&S answer that, whether ha 


Q Do you know whether he was serious 


he was talking? 
really couldn't answer 
Do you know if he really 
néed to bern 2 house down? 
think the 
Q 
ou had had your 
been involved in 


A said that, yes. 


if it was clear he wouldn't be 


Ebert-cross/iannuzzi 
Objection sustained. 
IANNUZZI: Very well, sir. 
Q In any event, then the conversation was, 


apt 


"Well, Jack Schwartz isn‘t going to be able to collect 
money if the house is burned down." 
By the 
Schwartz had a mortgage on tha 
A Did I know factual? 
Q 
A I don't think I knew it at the time. 
I really don't remember. 
I took a lien on that house when ft yorkea 
Associates, when MeGhee had some trucks with 
Q O.K. 
any event, then there was talk about-- 
the way, when you talk about burning the 
house, without picking the people off, was that more, 


possibly the same hypothetical or "maybe we can do that"? 


Right? 


A I real}y don't recall. I a@on't understand 


what you're trying to, you know, could you rephrase it 
a little bit? 
Q As you continued talking the girls continued 


Gancing and you continued drinking; right? 


Ebert-cross/Iannuzzi 
Yes. 
Q So then the next thought came out, "I! 

maybe you'll burn down the house,” 


"Well, maybe bura dowm the garage," and you wer 


Q u di over to the phone, drop a diz 
and call the police, say, "liere's a guy that's going to 
burn down a house,” did you? 

A No, I didn't. 


there and drank with hin? 


Q n addition to talking about this, while you 


were talking, I guess you were talking about othe: 


as thoughts come up in a conversation at a bar, 


stantly talking about burning down anything, was it? 

A Right. 

Q So you were just having tnis conversation and 
every once in a while a thought would drop into the con- 
"Well, you know, this is possible to do this, 


versation, 


do that,” after a while you found yourself in the car, 


Ebert-cross/ lannuzzi 
Correct. 

Q And it was in this-- at tnais tine, this 
you say you weren't in a stupor but in kind of 
everything is clear to you exactly how it came off, rigi 

A Correct. 

Q And that's how al. the rest o 


ah , 
ec way 


t 


Everything tha 
were still in 
2 
condition. 
Whatever con 
terise it, 
after you got back. low 
McGhee's house? 
A eaehe was less than 


Pretty fast to 


A 


Q And when you got to McGhee's house you 5s 


you backed the car around so you could make a fast 


right? 


the people -- in frisnds or something. 


lig grab him or push him and was going to pick him anc ho 


asked to blow his head off, something to that matter like tha. 


I said, about it. Look at the girls. 
abdout this guy. 


So we kept drinking and drinking 


place we moved across the street 


the airport. I want 


So I told hin, 
to go homa. It's time for me to go." 


He said, “Let's g 


+ 


Wa get into the car and he drives like into a 
garage -- a gas station. 1 thought ho was going to put gas 


=s 


inthe car so I am sitting like this (indicat 


A 
is talking with the guy in the station something. 


in his hands, you know, those things that you put we 


plants. 
Q A gardening can? 
A Something like. _I don't know 


the trunk or the garage. He come with that and put it in 


the front in the seat, like this, in the middle of the seat 
A-10 


arkis-direct 


Were you sitting in the front saat or 


with him. 
tween ths ¢ of you? 
A 
put it there (indicating). 
Q Go ah 
A So he get in >ar and drive. 
taking m¢ to the airport. 2¢ AG went to McG! 
So hé says to me m going to fix this nigger. 
show him that h r fuck with me." 
Listen, I don't want no trouble bocause| 
I go to Puerto Rico and then what about Mr. Schwartz? Don't 


ao anything that will incriminate <- get anybody in trouble 


| 
| 


am going to Puerto Rico. I don't want no trouble 
with nobody." | 
| 
He keeps saying, "I'm going to fuck this niggor, 
I'm going to burn hiscar." 
So he opened the door and I go to hold him. He 
gets off his side and starts running to this 


don't want to make more noise. 


yelling hysterical, he want to burn his car. 


ahead. Puck it. Fuck you, then.” So I went 


and so he had a match or lit something and he 


Sarkis-dirsct 

I say, “What you gain by burnin 
car? You don't get moncy? You burn the car, he no 
pay you or anything like that.” 

He said, “Fuck it, 
get even with him some kind of way." 

I say, “Now you takes mo to 

argue with him a couple of ti 
say; “You chicken." TI 


the noss. 


fall off from mo -- the lock from ths suitcase and ali 
clothes all over there. I get there and I show my thang 

the man and he say, "Don't worry." He lent me a piece of 
ope, I tied it up. Tf didn't check it. I hurry into the 


I told th irl, "You want to check my things?" 


inside t.o plans. 
Q you wont to Puerto Rico? 
A s, I did. 


I was glad that I was home. 


Q Did you ever call Mr. Schwartz and tell hin 


about what happened with reference to the firc? 


A As a matter of fact I felt shame, I folt guilt) 
' 


THE COURT: Strike it out as not responsivs. | 


A-12 


arkis-cross 


And he called Mr. McGnree all those 


I don't. I like to call people by 


a 


cS, because expect to be called the same way. 

Q Mr. Ebbert go on av some leaguer 
much he hated 

A aid. Not only McGhee, he was 
unpolite with the old lady and the girl that cane to 
aoor. 


Q He didn't like any of them? 


A That's correct. 


Q And later on he told you that he was going 


burn the garage to get even with them; is that right? 

A He was ready to take me to the airport, sce, 
at the end «he start talking about McGhee’s son that he we 
tc get even with these people, called them all kinds of 
names, and he says he was going to take me to the 
When I opened my cyes I'm at this fellow's house, 

Q When did he tell you that he was going to get 
even with McGhee by burning down his garage? 


A After he got the kerosene ~~ the gasoline 


or 


S 
Q 
A 


zece 


now the di 


, 
“ 


ad you 


tol 


ac 


~ 
se 


even with McGhee by burning co 


w he was going to Dum 


Ano 


- ‘ gy 
in, << didan"t 


. 
~ 
se 


© get evenvith 


~ 
te ' 


arage. 


g 


your understanding, 
going to burn the ga because of a personal 
that had nothing to do with 
A That's correct. 
Q So you went to these pars and the next thing 
you know you are leaving the bar and you are at a gas station 


ight? 


Yes six. 
Q He got the gas in some kind of a watering can; 
is that right? 
A Shat's correct, six. 


He took the gas and he put it in the front 


That's correct. 
What did you say to him wnen he put the gas in 
the front seat of the car 


A I didn't know what he was going to do because 


he didn't told me he was going to burn this man's garage 


the car. So 1 told -- first he got into the garage, 


2 Sarkis-cross 


he was going to get gas for tne car 
e 


Q Wnat did you tell -- 
nothing with the garage. 
What did you tell him, Mr. Sarkis, when he 
put the gas can in the front seat of the car? 
A I didn't tell him anything. I Gida't know what) 
was the purpose of the gasoline. 
Q You didn't ask him? 


aA I dida't ask hin. it wasn 


Q The same way -~ everythia 


COURT: Objectio 
IANNUZZI: Objection. 

Thank you, Six. 

(Continuing.) Maybe ne takes the gasoline -~ 
COURT: No. There is no question. 


WITNESS: I'm sorry, your Wonor. 


Q After he got soline in the car, di 


ask him where we are going 


A I didn't ask him anything. He's supposed 


take me to the airport. 
Q Did you ask him, are we going to the airport? 
A Yes sir, I did. 


What did he say? 


Sarkis-cross 
He said "I take you in a minute.” 
I iigured he -- he Kept driving. I go 
in the front. It was getting chilly 
lixe in a daze. Tf 
to sleep a little bit. z* 
Ao when we -- I looked 
at the woods, che trees ana 
the airport. ~ { ay “I going to get 
-- can I use the expression, your donor? 
to ~get even with this fucking nigger. I'm 
his fucking house.” 
Q Wnat-- 
He's going bu garage, nis 
Wnat Gid you say? 


So I tell, wnat you going to do with that, 


you going to gain out of burning this car. You are not going 


to get his money oF you want to get even with the man. 
yyuE COURT: Is this the way you said 
that manner, in this tone of voice? 
THE WITNESS: 
So he said, “You chicken." tnis 
I said, “I'm not chicken. I punch you in the nose 


but } I I don't want to ve in canocots 


with you in this business. You're supposed to taco me 


™m «4 - 
ast GSiCKe 
| 


| 


SarKcls~-Cross 


you dida’t -- 
"Fuck you.” 
p the door. 


pill me over with 


to this wan axe 
(indicating), so h t i hing and the thing went 
puff, like this (in@icating), so he asxec me, you know, wnat 
he told me, you wanted to stay, you could stay nexre, he 
said to me. I say “This is peautiful." 
Q S6.-> 
He got’ my suitcase -~ 
Q understand this. 
going to burn down a garage, you physically 
him and you couldn't do it; is that right? 
A But was -- I wasn't feeling 
--if I try hard enough, I probably suodue him but I wasa't 
feeling -- I was a little bit high, drunk 
subdue hin. 
I feel very bad about it. 1 feel guilty. ft 


feel that sname, what he have done, because I"m with the 


guy that's supposed to protect and he gets evil. f don't 


STATE OF NEW YORK 
SS: 


COUNTY OF NEW YORK 


) 
) 
) 
) 


Jeanette Petrus, being duly sworn, deposes and says 
hat deponent is over the age of 18 years, is not a party 
to the action and resides at 233 Broadway, County and State 


of New York. 


That on the io9th day of September, 1976, deponent served 
the within Appendix upon the U.S. Attorney for the Eastern 
the attorney in the within action at the address designated 
by said attorney by depositing the same in a postpaid 
wrapper in an official depository of the United States Post 


Office in the State of New York. 


Sworn to before me this 10th 


day of September , 19 76 


